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both the religious and civil life of so many tribes, is quite imper- 
fectly explained ; and the evolution of ethical ideas through the 
relation of social necessities to the strictly religious ceremonial 
law is not brought into the prominence its importance merits. In 
various passages there is still evidence of that habit of underrating 
the mental capacity of savages which has come down to us from 
the literature of the eighteenth century, — when "Voltaire could 
assert that the study of the social conditions of barbarous tribes 
has no greater interest than that of a pack of wolves ! Thus (p. 
267) he writes that "some fragmentary ideas about the supernatural, 
some faded and confused traditions exhaust the evidences of mental 
life," in the Bushmen, — evidently unaware of the voluminous and 
rich collection of their myths and folk-lore, filling seventy odd 
manuscript volumes, obtained by the missionary Bleek. 

These, however, are not serious blemishes. The work as a whole 
is the best on its branch in our language, and should be in all our 
educational and general libraries. It is printed in clear type on 
good paper, and the illustrations are numerous, accurate, and drawn 
from the most trustworthy sources. 

Daniel G. Brinton. 

University of Pennsylvania. 



Essays and Speeches. By William Samuel Lilly, Hon. Fellow of 
Peterhouse, Cambridge. London: Chapman & Hall, Ld., 1897. 

This is a collection of most interesting essays. No one who 
wishes to understand the development of the modern English 
mind should omit their perusal. Not, indeed, that the reader will 
find in them any contribution to the development of the world's 
thought. With all their erudition and brilliancy, they force the 
conviction that their writer is off the main track ; but they show 
the working of certain fundamental ideas on a type of mind which 
has played, and which will play, an important part in the formation 
of English religious and ethical thought. That man is not merely 
"ein geniessendes thier," but that he is "a person endowed with 
true volition," is Mr. Lilly's profoundest conviction, which it may 
be said to be the object of this volume to establish. But though 
the proposition is of such unimpeachable philosophical authority, 
and though it is expressed (especially in the essay on "Litera- 
ture and National Life") with much eloquence and power, it is 
unsupported by convincing argument so far as these essays go. 
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The essay on " Professor Green" * is typical both of Mr. Lilly's 
fairness to opponents and of the limitations and bias of his thought. 
He gives "the fundamental position of Professor Green's doc- 
trines" for the most part in Green's own words, or in the words 
of Green's competent and sympathetic biographer, Dr. Nettle- 
ship ; but in going on to comment upon Green's philosophical 
doctrines, he shows a " fundamental misconception' ' of idealism 
as such, and remarks, with an amusing air of superiority, that 
" Professor Green was not extensively read in philosophy. I be- 
lieve I am right in saying that of the Catholic schools there is no 
mention in the volume before me. Of the great Oriental meta- 
physicians, ... he appears to have been absolutely ignorant. His 
masters were Kant, Hegel, Fichte, and Lotze among the Germans, 
and Plato and Aristotle among the Greeks. . . . Now, if Professor 

Green had turned to Aquinas ." It is not easy to anticipate 

that the philosophers of any future age will adopt Mr. Lilly's classi- 
fication of their predecessors. We might imagine them addressing 
to Mr. Lilly a paraphrase of Ranke's rebuke to a "strenuous 
divine" (quoted with much approval by Mr. Lillyf), "You are in 
the first place a Catholic. We are in the first place philosophers. 
There is a great gulf between us. ' ' 

In spite, however, of the great gulf fixed between the intellec- 
tual position of Mr. Lilly and that of the great philosophers, there is 
that i.n these essays which is common to the greatest thinkers of all 
ages, and which marks the element of permanent value in the book. 
It is the "fundamental conviction" above alluded to ; the con- 
viction expressing itself finely, in the essay on "The New Spirit 
in History," as the belief that "the elements of civilization are 
chiefly moral. The main progress of mankind . . . lies in the 
development of the ethical idea which, existing in our nature in 
the form of mind, an element of human personality, has ever 
more and more unfolded itself in history as the vivifying principle 
of those ordinances and institutions whereby we live as civilized 
men." 

Mary Gilliland Husband. 

London. 



*The late Professor T. H. Green, Balliol College, Oxford, 
f " You," he said, " are in the first place a Christian, I am in the first place a 
historian. There is a great gulf between us." Page 207. 



